, and duration of symptoms in minutes [Ն60ϭ2, 10 to 59ϭ1, Ͻ10ϭ0]; ABCD) was highly predictive of 7-day risk of stroke in the Oxfordshire cohort. In contrast to the Oxfordshire series, the ABCD score is not useful in a North American cohort of transient ischemic attack (TIA) patients. We are pleased to present a study with similar results. We test the ABCD score in 345 consecutive TIA patients attended within 24 hours by the vascular neurologist in the emergency room. Clinical data, symptom duration, neuroimaging and ultrasonographic (carotid and transcranial) findings were prospectively collected wihin the first 24 hours after symptoms onset. A total of 17 (4.9%) patients had a stroke recurrence within the first 7 days after symptoms onset. Seven of 17 (42.2%) strokes occurred in 124 (35.9%) patients with a score of 5 or greater, whereas 7-day risk was 4.5% (95% CI, 3.38 to 6.68) in 221 (64.1%) patients with a score Ͻ5 (Table) . In Cox proportional hazards multivariate analyses in which age, sex, vascular risk factors and variables showing PϽ0.1 on univariate models were included, only large-artery occlusive disease remained independent predictor for stroke recurrence (hazard ratio 5.88 [95% CI, 2.17 to 15.89; PϽ0.001]).
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